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Background/Introduction 
 
My thanks to our current group of appraisers who are forging ahead to catch up with the 
backlog of appraisals caused by the pandemic. 
 
During  our recent teleconference on 25/11 I was delighted to get feedback from our appraisers 
on the continuing high standard of appraisals. It appears that some of our colleagues have 
actually increased the amount and standard of their CPD during the lockdown period due to 
change in working practice. 
 
Although a number of appraisals and revalidations have been postponed/delayed , there are 
still several members or fellows who are keen to gain revalidation and not to have 6m – 1 yr 
deferral even though this is perfectly acceptable to the GMC.  
 
Responsible Officer guidelines state that the RO/SP can decide what is appropriate. 
 
I am happy to accept deferrals in the case of appraisees who feel they need more time to 
gather evidence or to go ahead with revalidation recommendations with those who feel 
prepared. No pressure will be placed on any appraisee during this difficult time and every effort 
will be made to support and encourage appropriate appraisals.  
 

 
Action Requested 
 
The appraisers are happy to be supportive of appraisees and we are keen to open 
discussion with the newly formed mentoring group. 
 
We have looked at suggestions for adding sections specifically with regards to the 
challenges faced and accepted that certain colleagues may have struggled but still met the 
standards we require.  
 
We are not happy to accept sub-standard appraisals even through the pandemic but will 
appreciate and support colleagues in providing time to produce appraisal work that we can 
accept. 
 
We are keen to increase the pool of appraisers.  
 

  



 
 
Action Taken: 
 
We are arranging an online meeting between Sonia Bains with Mike Carmont and myself in 
the near future to discuss mentoring and any role the appraisal committee can play in 
helping to support our Fellows and Members at this time and moving forwards.  
 
The appraisal committee would like to recognise and thank Dr Richard Higgins and Dr Kay 
Brennan for their help and support whilst they take a sabbatical from the committee due to 
work commitments but we hope that they will return later in 2021. 
 
We are pleased to add Dr Mike Burdon as an appraiser and I believe he has completed his 
MIAD appraisal  training on 1/12/20 and his help at this time is most welcome. 
 
We have 2 others who have been approached to undergo training and I will update Council 
at the next meeting in 2021 to update you on any progress. 
 
We are looking at dates for our teleconferences for next year and I felt that the most recent 
one on MS Teams worked very well and it made a huge difference to be able to see 
committee members in person as well as making chairing the meeting much easier. We will 
continue to use this platform for future meetings. 
 
Dave  
 
Dr David Pugh  
SP & Chair of Appraisal Committee 
 

 


